
 
 

 

Poor August. Apart from those who have birthdays or anniversaries this month, I’m guessing August isn’t particularly 

popular. Unlike its next-door neighbors on the calendar, August observes no federal holidays and so gives no 

automatic time off work or reason for a sale in the stores. Except for back-to-school, which is lots more popular with 

parents than with their children. That kids go back to school in August makes it ironic that this is National Family Fun 

Month. (Much more appropriate that it is National Crayon Collection Month and National Eye Exam Month.)  

Even in church, August offers nothing out of the ordinary, as we celebrate the eleventh through fourteenth Sundays in 

Ordinary Time (which is itself a subject for anther newsletter because Ordinary Time isn’t what you think). Except this 

year. This year we are doing something different in August. From August 7-9, Cochran Chapel UMC is offering 

Vacation Bible School for Adults. “Is that even possible?” asked the man who answered the phone when I called to 

place the order for our banner advertising the event. He knew and remembered VBS from his childhood–mostly 

because he got snow cones at his church–and was surprised that we would offer the experience for adults. 

His is a good question. Why take an event ostensibly designed for children and make it for adults? Didn’t St. Paul say, 

“When I was a child I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an 

end to childish ways” (1 Cor. 13:11)? Apart from the fact that there’s no good reason why only kids should have all the 

fun, VBS for Adults can be an important part of Christian discipleship. The word ‘disciple’ means a student, a pupil, 

someone who learns. If we are going to be followers of Jesus, we have to continue to learn, whether in worship, in 

Sunday school, in small groups, or in VBS for Adults. 

I am delighted that more than thirty of us are going to gather to study Jesus’ parables about God’s Kingdom. My 

friend, the Rev. Dr. Alyce McKenzie will be here to share the good news that these stories are for people who are 

control freaks and procrastinators or who struggle to forgive or find contentment. Another friend, Carli Johnson-Scott, 

will lead us in the creative process as we engage these stories and respond to them. Folks from other nearby churches 

are planning to join us, so I hope this will be a time to form new friendships, even as we strengthen old ones. 

Maybe I’ll like August after all. 

Peace, 

Jeff 
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Featured Teacher: 

Dr. Alyce McKenzie 

 

Worship 

Arts & Crafts 

Music 

──── 

Monday, August 7 

Parables for                  

Control Freaks 

──── 

Tuesday, August 8 

Parables for Procrastinators 

──── 

Wednesday, August 9 

Parables for the    

Discontented and   

Unforgivers 

 

When Jesus 

taught about the 

kingdom of God, 

he often did so in 

parables. What 

are the parables 

and what do they 

mean for people 

 

  

today? Come explore these and other 

questions in Vacation Bible School for 

Adults. It’s all the fun things you 

remember–snacks, games, arts & crafts–

with engaging lessons from the Rev. Dr. 

Alyce McKenzie, Altshuler Distinguished 

Teaching Professor at Perkins School of 

Theology, SMU. 

 

 

  

     



 
  

 

 

On August 13, Cochran Chapel UMC will welcome the world-

renowned organist, Dr. Bradley Hunter Welch, as our service 

accompanist. A native of Knoxville, Tennessee, Dr. Welch studied at 

Baylor before earning the Doctor of Musical Arts, Master of Musical 

Arts, Master of Music degrees, and the Artist Diploma from Yale 

University. He is the 2003 First Place winner of the Dallas 

International Organ Competition and was also awarded the Audience 

Prize for the second time, having previously won it in 2000. He was 

Director of Music & Arts at Highland Park United Methodist Church 

from 2009 to 2014, where he and Rev. Jeff became good friends. In 

addition to a career as a performance and recording artist, Dr. Welch 

was recently named as the new Artist-in-Residence at Preston 

Hollow Presbyterian Church. Bradley and his wife, Kara, a flutist in the 

Dallas Symphony Orchestra, and their children, Ethan and Avery, 

have often worshiped with us. Invite your friends to share in the 

blessing of sacred music as Bradley Hunter Welch interprets it on 

Sunday, August 13th. 

pond to earn the M.A. and B.A. in Christian Theology from Oxford University. He returned to Texas to study at SMU, 

where he earned his Ph.D. in Church History. Dr. Campbell came to Perkins School of Theology, where he is 

Professor of Church History, in 2006, having previously served at Claremont School of Theology (2006); Garrett-

Evangelical Theological Seminary(where he was president from 2001-2005); Wesley Theological Seminary (1993-

2001); Duke Divinity School (1985-1993); and the Methodist Theological School in Delaware, Ohio (1984-1985). Ted 

is an ordained elder in the Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church and author of books, articles, and 

other works on Christian history, especially the history of Wesleyan and Methodist Christian communities and the 

history of ecumenical consensus in Christian teachings and practices. He previously served on the Landmark 

Commission of the City of Dallas and writes about local history. Ted is married to Dale Marie Frick Campbell, a 

school librarian, and hosts a widely-read blog. You can read more about Ted and his work at his website, 

https://tedcampbell.com/ 

 

 

If a historian who is a social media phenomenon sounds like an 

oxymoron, you don’t know the Rev. Dr. Ted Campbell, who will 

be preaching at Cochran Chapel on Sunday, August 20. A 

native of Beaumont, Ted earned his A.A. from Lon Morris 

College and his B.A. (in Latin!) from UNT before crossing the  
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AUGUST MISSION:  NORTH DALLAS SHARED MINISTRIES 

•NDSM serves as an extension of Cochran Chapel UMC, offering emergency financial aid, food, 

clothing, health care, and education- and job-related services.  

•NDSM grew out of a need to help the less fortunate and a vision to tackle the problem via a 

multi-faith pooling of resources. 

•CCUMC is one of 52 covenant congregations who are part of this interfaith community.  

•Historically, members of CCUMC have donated hundreds of hours of their time to NDSM. 

•Find out for yourself all the ways your monetary contributions to August's Mission of the 

Month can help our neighbors, our community by going to ndsm.org. 

 

COCHRAN KITCHEN UPDATE 

On June 28, Cochran Kitchen volunteers 

served 145 meals to 60 guests, 40 Bags of 

Grace were distributed, and more than four 

dozen items of clothing given. Fourteen guests 

enjoyed showers, and guest Eddy once again 

provided music to the gathering. 

 Most of the clothes distributed were 

brought to Cochran Kitchen by a guest, who 

knew of someone downsizing and 

recommended items be given to Cochran 

Kitchen: guests helping guests. 

 Thanks to your generosity, nearly $600 

was donated as the result of the recent Mission 

of the Month focus on Cochran Kitchen. Cheryl 

Clark recently purchased much-needed sun 

screen and bug repellent for our guests as well 

as basic food items for Bags of Grace. 

          

                           

 The week before those volunteers participated 

in the reading program at Walnut Hill UMC, the 

kitchen in our Fellowship Hall was busy. Lynn Bickley, 

Dorothy Bickley, Martha Dempsey, Gayle and Gene 

Hardin, Sue Perrenot, Eddie Victorino, Karen Watts, 

Glenda and David Ricketts with granddaughter Taezja 

Phelan, and Louise Smith prepared a taco salad dinner 

that was taken to SMU, where most of the Project 

Transformation interns were staying.   

      

Volunteers included: 

Gordon Fox, Pastor Jeff, 

Peggy and Joe Vickrey, 

Mac Smith, Jeri 

Cerwinske, Kristin 

Malmberg, Karen Watts 

and Margaret Lake. Not 

pictured were GiGi Cain, 

Shirley McLean, Linda 

Rogers and Louise Smith. 



  

HOLY CONVERSATIONS GATHERING 

You have probably heard about Holy Conversations in a 

sermon, an announcement, or in a conversation with a 

friend. You may have heard that Holy Conversations is a 

discernment process. Or maybe you have heard that Holy 

Conversations is a way to think about the future of our 

church. Whatever you have heard, you almost certainly 

have questions about Holy Conversations: What is it? 

Who’s in it? When does it happen? Why does it happen? 

What is it supposed to do? Rev. Jeff and Neil Bickley will 

be talking about the Holy Conversations on Sundays, 

August 13 and 27, in the Fellowship Hall during the 

Sunday school hour. All members and guests of the 

congregation are welcome to attend to find out more 

about Holy Conversations and how they can become 

involved. Both Sunday school classes will be meeting in 

the Fellowship Hall on those days. 

 

AUGUST VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Back-up Editor – The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life 

Together, needs a volunteer to help put the 

newsletter together when the current Editor is 

traveling or otherwise unavailable. Thanks to 

Pastor Jeff for his willingness to proofread, 

graphic artist Melinda Gilliam for her fabulous art 

work, and members willing to submit information 

-- the job is practically easy! If interested, please 

call the church office 214-352-4889 or email 

office@cochranchapel.org 

Cochran Kitchen – volunteers needed to set up, 

serve guests, chat with guests and clean up. The 

next dinner is August 30. For more information, 

please contact the church office at 214-352-4889 

or email   office@cochranchapel.org   

3:00 to 4:00 PM – “dress” tables, place 

condiments 

4:00 to 5:00 PM – set up stations (shower, 

clothing, drinks, greeting); wash fruit,                

wrap flatware with napkins 

5:00 to 5:30 PM – Greet, talk with and listen to 

guests 

5:30 to 7:00 PM (or until food runs out) – serve 

meals, listen to/talk with guests 

6:30 PM until Meaders has been cleaned up 

SUMMARY OF JULY  

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

Neither the Finance Committee nor the Board of 

Trustees held meetings in July. 



 

Cochran House 

 

This past July 11th marked the 161st anniversary of the day Nancy Jane 

Cochran executed the deed that transferred a little more than two acres of her 

homestead to the Methodist Episcopal Church and one acre to create a family 

“burying ground.” Widowed at the age of thirty-six, Nancy Jane was left to raise 

six children and manage 640 acres of land by herself. In 1856, she decided to 

donate land to the Methodist Church in honor of her late husband and create the 

Cochran family cemetery to protect the gravesites of her husband and one of 

their children. 

   She surveyed the land to be donated, drafted the deed, and signed it. The document is an amazing legal 

instrument carefully written in her own hand, a copy of which can be seen hanging on the wall as one exits the 

sanctuary on the second level, heading to the elevator. This is the first piece of deeded church property in Dallas 

County.   

 Times have changed from those peaceful years. CCUMC is now situated on one of the busiest intersections in 

Dallas, and no longer is being a “crack shot” significant in keeping Cochran land safe from Indians or wild life. For 161 

years, hymns of praise and prayers of thanksgiving have been lifted up to our Lord from the Cochran land. For 161 

years, babies have been baptized, couples married, people have found Christ, and final services in memory of loved 

ones have been performed. 

 One wonders if Nancy Jane had any concept of what her gift of two acres of land would develop into. Cochran 

Chapel United Methodist Church has recently been recognized as an official United Methodist Historic Site, the 530th 

in the world. 

 There is more celebrating to come! On October 22, 2017, CCUMC will host a huge party to honor Nancy Jane 

Cochran’s 200th birthday and to officially dedicate CCUMC’s historic marker. 

 Tucked away in an area between the Cochran Family cemetery and the sanctuary at Cochran Chapel where the 

original church stood is the Garden of Meditation. It is a serene area for mediation and contemplation. 

 It was gifted by Janice Hill Clark in memory of her daughter, Caren and son, Charles. Janice was an active 

member of Cochran Chapel from birth in 1917 to the time of her passing in 2010. 

 She funded The Garden and left an endowment for its future needs. Janice and Caren’s ashes were spread in 

her beloved garden at the Cochran Chapel for eternity. Janice’s only requirement for the Garden was that it contain a 

dogwood–her favorite tree. The Garden has over 40 varieties of plants, many of which were transplanted from other 

areas of the church property, as well as donations provided. 

 Hand-forged rectangular nails and other artifacts from the original church structure have been found while 

establishing this garden. 

 The funds for necessary purchases were provided by Janice. However, maintenance and upkeep are provided by 

volunteers. If anyone has an interest in helping out with this labor of love, contact Will Smith at 214-352-4476 or email 

judwillsmith@att.net. 

        Judy and Will Smith 



       
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

       August 1 –    Susan Hamilton Bolt 

  Margaret Lake           Cochran Chapel welcomed  

      August 14 – Melinda Phelan                Dessa Watson Ferris 

      August 16 – Makayla Murphy       to our congregation 

      August 27 – Anne Gilliam               on July 9th! 

      August 30 – Kristin Malmberg 

          And Yvonne Wesley 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE – AUGUST 

Knitwits –  meets Tuesdays, 1:00 to 3:00 PM; Brown Bag lunch 12:00 noon, Fellowship Hall: August 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29. 

Church Council – meets in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 PM on August 1 (this has been changed from the original August 8 date). 

VBS for Adults – starts with supper in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 August 7-9. 

Holy Conversations Gathering – All members of the church are welcome at 9:00 on August 13 in the Fellowship Hall to talk about 

this congregational discernment process. Both Sunday school classes will combine for the meeting. 

Potluck Lunch – offered second Sunday of the month, meets in Fellowship Hall right after Worship Service: August 13. 

Holy Conversations Team Meeting – Tuesday, August 15 at 6:30.  

Chancel Choir rehearsals –  meets Wednesdays, 7:00 PM, Choir Room. Fall schedule begins August 16, 23, 30. 

Finance Committee – meets at 6:00 PM, August 22. 

Board of Trustees – meets at 6:45 PM, August 22. 

Reading Group – meets fourth Thursday of the month, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Fellowship Hall: August. 24. 

Deadline for The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life Together -- August 25 is the last day information can be submitted to be included 

in our September newsletter. Either email office@cochranchapel.org with your information or leave a hardcopy of your text in 

the church office with contact information should there be questions. Thank you. 

Holy Conversations Gathering – All members of the church are welcome at 9:00 on August 27 in the Fellowship Hall to talk about 

this congregational discernment process. Both Sunday school classes will combine for the meeting. 

Cochran Kitchen – offered last Wednesday of the month, opens 5:00 PM, Meaders Hall: August 30. 

                    



Music filled the air in the Sanctuary Sunday evening, June 25.  Old and not so old 

hymns along with favorite gospel songs were sung by those in attendance and the 

choir.  Some solos and duets were sprinkled in by Daniel Knight, Yvonne Wesley, 

Deanna Stone, Cory Roberson and Johnny Christian.  Afterwards the group moved to 

Fellowship Hall for cookies, lemonade and conversation.  It was an “enchanting 

evening.”  Perhaps this could be made an annual event.   

        Martha Dempsey 

          

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

Nursery: 9:00 AM; RM 100 for children 3 years of 

age and younger. 

Children’s Sunday School: 9:00 AM: Class meets 

on 1st floor of Education Building for children ages 

4 years of age and older. 

Open Door: 9:00 AM in RM 201: Led by Neil Bickley. 

All adults are welcome. 

Seekers: 9:00 AM in RM 203: Led by Pastor Jeff. 

Class is studying Mark’s Gospel. All adults are 

welcome.            

RUMOR . . . CHURCH-WIDE GARAGE SALE  

COMING SOON 

 

 

 


